
Welcome to the latest issue 
of the Commentator. I am 
thankful for the continued 
opportunity to serve my city 
and fellow real estate       
licensees. 

The Commission continued 
“going green” as it moved to 
a paperless environment. The 
year marked the renewals of 
over 10,000 real estate bro-
kers, broker companies, 
salespersons, and property 
managers with 100 percent of 
renewing applicants complet-
ing renewals on line via the 
new Pulse licensing system.  
The user friendliness of the 
Pulse system allows the   
public to search licensees, 
determine verifications of 
current licensees, view real 
estate legislation and 
changes, access various  
documents, including      
application procedures,   
approved schools and real 
estate educational programs, 
newsletters, and other real 
estate publications.  

This past year, the         
Commission funded a variety 
of educational programs 
from the Real Estate      
Guaranty and Education 
Fund.  Of particular        
significance is the 3-hour  
continuing education historic 
preservation  course held 
May 29, 2009, for over 200 
licensees and the public.  The 
course was co-sponsored 
with the DC Preservation 
League.  On June 26-27, 
2009, the Commission   
sponsored core continuing 
education courses for licen-

sees entitled Ethics, Fair  
Housing, and DC Legislative 
Update.  These courses     
assisted licensees in meeting 
their continuing education 
requirements for the renewal 
cycle ending in August, 2009.  
To ensure the certification of 
new fair housing instructors, 
the Commission sponsored a 
Fair Housing Instructor  
Development Workshop on 
May 15, 2009, that included 
representatives from the  
National Fair Housing    
Alliance.  The workshop 
included a comprehensive 
and historical review of   
various laws and regulations 
impacting fair housing.  

The Commission welcomed 
new Commissioners Rick 
Gersten and Jo Ricks.  Both 
Commissioners are very  
active on the Legal and  
Education Committees,   
respectively.  The Commis-
sion also welcomed new  
Legal Counsel to the      
Commission, Kia Winston, 
and Kevin Cyrus, the new 
Education Liaison.  

We continue to carry out the  
responsibilities of protecting 
the public interest through  
licensure law and regulations.  
These include, but are not 
limited to taking action 
against licensees who commit 
wrongful acts against the 
public; ensuring that our 
applicants for licensure meet 
the necessary qualifications 
for licensure; continuing to 
mandate continuing educa-
tion for licensees; continuing 
to account for funds paid 

into the Real Estate Guaranty 
and Education Fund;      
continuing the Commission’s 
active stance with the      
Association of Real Estate 
License Law Officials 
(ARELLO) where          
Commission members and 
staff will remain in national 
leadership roles; and con-
tinue to      interface with 
local real estate and civic 
organizations, and with re-
lated government agencies.  

 

Chairman’s Corner    by Alton “Tony” Duncanson 

Adrian M. Fenty -  Mayor,  District of Columbia  
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Several Commissioners com-
pleted the Association of Real 
Estate License Law Officials 
Commissioner College. Chairman  
Alton Duncanson presented 
Certificates of Completion to 
Commissioners Shari Barton, 
Henry Terrell, and Edward D.     
Collier for completing the two-
part program.  On behalf of the 
Commission,     Chairman Dun-
canson expressed   appreciation 
and made congratulatory re-
marks to each Commissioner 
and expressed the value of the 
program to all Commissioners 
on helping to equip them to 
serve as                                
Commissioners and regulators.   

Chairman Duncanson also   
recognized Commissioner    
Edward Collier for being ap-
pointed a member of President 
Barack Obama’s Kitchen Cabinet. 

Another milestone saluted, was 
the achievement of Wilfred 
Usher, Investigator. Chairman 
Duncanson presented the Asso-
ciation of Real Estate License 
Law Officials Certified Real Estate 
Investigator award.  This award 
was earned via ARELLO after 
Mr. Usher completed numerous 
Investigator and Advanced In-
vestigator Workshops over sev-
eral years.  Chairman Duncan-
son, the entire Commission, and 
staff expressed congratulations 
to Mr. Usher on a job well done, 
as well as     acknowledged the 
tremendous amount of contri-
butions he has made over the 
years to this body as an investi-
gator.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS, 

COMMISSIONERS! 

 

 Commissioners & Staff  Receive Awards from ARELLO 

Chairman Alton Duncanson, 
Investigator and Mrs.  

Wilfred Usher  
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Commissioner  

Shari Barton 

Commissioner  

Henry Terrell 

Commissioner  and  Mrs. 

Edward Collier 

Under the leadership of      
Commissioner Kenneth D. 
Smith, the Commission’s    
Property Management Examina-
tion Review Committee,      
completed its review of the 
Property  Management examina-
tion   during September of fiscal 
year 2009.  The examination  
was administered to over 200 

candidates in this fiscal year.    

The review was extensive and 
consisted of reassessing the va-
lidity of each question in the 
entire bank of possible        
questions,  revising or adding 
new questions to the data bank 
which reflect current industry 
trends, as well as adding      

questions reflecting new changes 
to laws and regulations in the 
District of Columbia.  As a  
result of this excellent and    
productive committee work, the 
more than adequate size of the 
test question pool has been 
maintained and the quality and 
timeliness of all the questions 
has been assured. 

 

Property Management Examination Review  

 

DCREC Welcomes New Commissioners 

The DC Real Estate Commis-
sion (DCREC) welcomed two 
new commissioners in 2009, 
Rick Gersten and Jo Ricks. 

Rick Gersten, founder of Urban 
Igloo, LLC,  has over 30 years of 
experience as a commercial real 
estate broker, owner, and devel-
oper in the Washington, D.C. 
area. Previously, Rick led      
Gersten Commercial Real    
Estate, an advisory firm for real 

estate owners and tenants. Rick     
received his B.A. from         
Connecticut College.  

Jo Ricks, an Associate Broker 
affiliated with City Houses, LLC,  
focuses her business on     
Washington, DC's downtown 
neighborhoods. A licensed  
Realtor since 1979, she currently 
serves on GCAAR's Education, 
Realtor Fair, and Grievance 
Committees.  

The Commission anticipates 
continued growth and success in 
adding the strong experience 
brought by these new members.  
Their enthusiasm, willingness to 
work and substantial contribu-
tions since joining are testament 
to the quality Realtors in our 
community.    
 

WELCOME, 

COMMISSIONERS! 

Commissioner Rick Gersten 

Commissioner Jo Ricks 

Commissioner  

Kenneth Smith 
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only citywide nonprofit historic 
preservation organization, along 
with speakers from the DC His-
toric Preservation Office and the    
L’Enfant Trust for  great courses. 

Free to DC Real Estate and DC 
Appraiser Licensees. 

Space is Limited.                      
Registration Required: 

Email rsvp@dcpreservation.org or 
call (202) 783-5144. 

 

Continuing Education Offering: Historic Preservation 101 & 201 

The DC Preservation League 
(DCPL),  is pleased to offer free 
Historic Preservation CE 
courses 101&  201 to run     
simultaneously on May 7, 2010.  
Course 101 gives an overview of 
historic preservation in Wash-
ington, DC, including a brief 
history of the movement, advice 
on how to navigate historic  
district requirements,  tips on 

historic preservation funding 
and the value of façade ease-
ments. The 201 program delves 
into the process of designating 
historic landmarks and Historic 
Districts, renovating a historic 
property, navigating the historic 
preservation review process and 
integrating historic resources 
with new construction. 

Join the DCPL, Washington’s 

Historic                   
Preservation 101 & 201 

Friday, May 7th,  

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Gallaudet University  
Kellogg Conference Ctr. 
800 Florida Avenue, NE 

Free On-Site Parking 

Earn 3.0 CE hours for 
either course 

The District of Columbia Real Estate Commission regulates the licensure of real estate brokers, property managers, and salespersons.  

The Commission office is located within the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, 1100 4th Street, SW, 5th Floor, Washington, DC 20024. (202) 442-4320. 

This newsletter and licensee training are funded by licensees through payments made to the D.C. Real Estate Guaranty and Education fund. 

 

Watch for Upcoming Courses from DC Real Estate Commission 

The Commission is in the     
planning process to offer     
mandatory continuing education 
courses for  licensed real estate 
brokers, salespersons and   
property managers. The courses 
will be held this summer  at the  
Kellogg Conference Hotel on 
the campus of Gallaudet Univer-
sity.  Enrollment will be limited. 

These course offerings will be 
free to licensees and  include the 
mandatory course offerings of 
DC Legislative Update, Fair 
Housing and the newest course, 
Financing Issues / Update. 

Licensees will need to note a few 
guidelines. The courses will start 
promptly and late arrivals will 
not be admitted. Licensees will 

need to bring a photo ID and 
their DC pocket card for entry. 
There is a security check process 
as you enter the campus, so 
please add at least 15 minutes to 
your commute.  Free parking is 
available with a displayed    
parking permit. 

Watch for updates and details at: 
www.pearsonvue.com/dc/realestate 

completed all required course-
work prior to the change will 
need to complete the Financing 
Issues/Update course to be in 
compliance for the current cycle. 
Course providers have begun 
offering the new course and 
more will be approved in the 
coming months.  The Commis-
sion is also making every effort 
to offer the course as part of its 
upcoming course offerings. 

Commission Chair, Alton    
Duncanson, affirms this course 
change in light of the way the 
economy has affected the real 
estate industry. Licensees have 
had to immerse themselves in 
the language of short sales,  
foreclosures, and the new    

Licensees should note that there 
has been a change to the manda-
tory continuing education (CE) 
courses. The new course      
Financing Issues/Update    
replaces the Ethics course    
effective March 1, 2009 for the    
current broker, salesperson and 
property manager renewal    
cycles. The current cycle for 
brokers and property managers 
is March 1, 2009 to February 28, 
2011. The current cycle for 
salespersons  is September 1, 
2009 through August 31, 2011.  

Any Ethics course completed 
since March 1, 2009 will auto-
matically be converted to a Gen-
eral Elective course on licensee 
transcripts. Licensees who have 

lending environment in a post 
real estate bubble market. He 
notes that Ethics is still an issue 
for licensees and will continue to 
be  mandated by the NAR and 
other jurisdictional course    
requirements. However, Chair-
man Duncanson said “District 
licensees must be current and      
conversant in today’s changed    
financing market and distressed 
property market.” 

 
 

Mandatory Continuing Education Course Change 

 

“...District    
licensees must 
be current and 
conversant in 

today’s 
changed  

financing  

market and  
distressed 
property  

market.” 
 

— Commission Chair 

Alton  Duncanson 

Effective 3/ 1/ 2009  

15 hour CE requirements: 

Fair Housing (3 hrs) 

DC Legislative Update (3 hrs) 

Financing Issues/Update (3hrs) 

General Electives (6 hrs) 
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The Real Estate Commission or-
dered a revocation of the respon-
dent’s real estate salesperson’s  
license.  The respondent was found 
in violation of DC Official Code 
Section 47-2853.197(27) for failing 
to advise the Board in writing 
within 15 days of the entry of any 
judgment against the licensee in a 
civil or criminal  proceeding by a 
court of competent  jurisdiction; 
violation of DC Code     Section 
47-2853.197(11) for demonstrating 
unworthiness or   incompetency to 
act as a real estate   salesperson so 
as to endanger the public interest; 
violation of DC Official Code  
Section 47-2853.197(10) for failing 
within a reasonable time to account 
for or to remit any money coming 
into his possession which belonged 
to others; and violation of DC  
Official Code  Section 47-2853.197
(23) and 17 DCMR Section 2702.7 
for commingling    escrow or trus-
tee funds with    personal funds, 
other than a nominal amount nec-
essary to keep  active the escrow or 
trustee account. 
 

John M. Cronin 

The Real Estate Commission   
ordered a summary suspension and 
revocation of the respondent’s real 
estate broker’s  license. The      
respondent was found in violation 
of DC Official Code Section      
47-2853.17(a)(5) for his lack of 
fitness to appropriately carry out 
the legal and ethical responsibilities 
imposed upon licensed real estate 
brokers.   Additionally, DC Official 
Code Sections 47-2853.17(a)(4) and 
47-2853.17(e) states that “a person 
licensed to practice an occupation 
or profession in the District is  
subject to the disciplinary authority 
of the relevant board on the basis 
of disciplinary action taken by  
another jurisdiction if the basis of 
the disciplinary action would have 
caused a similar result in the     
District.”     
 

Bruce Green 

By consent order, the Commis-
sion  imposed a fine of $2,000 
for violating DC Official Code 
Section 47-2853.17(19) in that 
the respondent failed to follow 
a  District or federal law, regula-
tion, or rule related to the prac-
tice of the occupation or pro-
fession.  Specifically, a real  
estate broker shall be held   
accountable for the day-to-day 
job-related activities of his or 
her sales agents.  The respon-
dent’s sales agent failed within a 
reasonable timeframe to return 
the earnest money deposit to 
the buyers, after contractual 
terms were not met.  Further, it 
is unacceptable to  delegate a 
broker’s responsibilities to a 
real estate sales agent.   
 

Doris Carthorne 

By Settlement Agreement, the        
Commission imposed a fine of 
$1,000, a probation of twelve 
months, and the completion of 
three hours each of  continuing 
education courses in escrow 
account management and eth-
ics, in addition to those con-
tinuing education courses re-
quired for renewal of her    
license.  
 

Julian Taylor 

The respondent was fined a 
sum of $2,500.00 for demon-
strating a willful or careless 
disregard for the standards of 
acceptable conduct and prevail-
ing     practice within the occu-
pation or      profession by har-
assing a client and using inap-
propriate and offensive lan-
guage while representing a bro-
kerage in a  transaction in viola-
tion of D.C. Official Code Sec-
tion 47-2853.17(a)(21).        
Additionally, the respondent’s 
license is suspended until pay-
ment of the fine.  
 

 

Alethia Grooms 

The Real Estate Commission 
ordered a revocation of the re-
spondent’s real  estate salesper-
son’s license.  The      respondent 
was found in violation of DC 
Official Code Section 47-2853.17
(a)(5) for being convicted of a 
crime    involving an offense that 
bears directly on the respon-
dent’s fitness to practice real 
estate.  Additionally, the respon-
dent was found  in violation of 
DC Official Code Section 47-
2853.197(27) for    failing to ad-
vise the Commission in writing 
within 15 days of the entry of a 
judgment against her  in a civil or  
criminal proceeding by a court of   
competent jurisdiction. 
 

Theodore Payton 

By Consent Order, the Commis-
sion    imposed a fine of 
$1500.00 for violation of D.C. 
Official Code Section 47-
2853.197(14) for using the name 
or insignia of any real estate or-
ganization of which the   respon-
dent was not a member, by using 
documents containing the logo, 
name, and contact information 
of RE/MAX One even though 
the respondent was working as 
Ted Payton Realty.  Additionally,           
respondent violated D.C.    Offi-
cial Code Section 47-2853.02(a) 
for practicing real estate without 
a license, by entering into a list-
ing agreement as an agent of 
RE/MAX One.  At the time,     
respondent was not licensed by 
the Commission to practice real 
estate in the District of Colum-
bia.  Additionally, respondent 
violated DC Official Code  Sec-
tion 47-2853.191(a)(4) for    fail-
ing to exercise ordinary care as a 
real estate broker.    

 

 

 

Adrian M. Fenty, 
Mayor 

 

Linda K. Argo, 

Director - DCRA 

 

Alton Duncanson, 
Chairman 

 

www.pearsonvue.
com/dc/realestate 

 

Legal Actions 
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2010 Event Calendar 
 

DC Preservation League   
Historic Preservation 101 & 201 
Kellogg Conference Hotel at 
Gallaudet University.  May 7 
 

Real Estate Educators      
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( REEA )             
San Antonio, Texas  June 14-16  
 

National Association of Real 
Esta te  Broke rs ,  Inc . 
(NAREB) Fort Worth, Texas 
starts July 30 
 

Association of Real Estate 
Law Officials (ARELLO) 
Anchorage, Alaska September 
14–17 
 

2010 National Association of 
REALTORS® (NAR) ,    
Conference New Orleans, LA,  
November 5-8 

 

The Department of  

Consumer and  

Regulatory Affairs 
(DCRA) will be 
housed at a new  

location starting 
March 22. 

 

1100 4th St., SW 
Washington, DC 20024  

 

At Waterfront-SEU 
Metro Station on the 
Green Line.  

 

 

Key Dates and Facts 

Active Licensee Counts 

(As of February, 2010) 
 

Brokers  2, 362 
 

Broker Companies  1, 005 
 

Property Managers  274 
 

Salespersons  6, 670 
 

Firms  29 

 2010 Meetings 

Commission meetings  scheduled 
for second Tuesday each month. 

April 13, 2010 
 

May 11, 2010 
 

June 8, 2010 
 

July 13, 2010 
 

August— Recess 
 

September 14, 2010 
 

October 12, 2010 
 

November 9, 2010 
 

December 14, 2010 

Dates subject to change. Call 
202-442-4320  for the most 

updated information. 

 

DCRA  MOVES 

 

dcra.dc.gov/moving 

District of Columbia Real Estate Commission 
1100 4th Street SW, 5th Floor 
Washington, DC 20024 


