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National Association
of Barber Boards
holds annual
conference in DC

Practitioner’s Forum
MRSA Alert

Continuing Education
is vital

FALL 2009

The DC Board of Barber and
Cosmetology (Board) was
created in 1938 to serve at the
pleasure of the Mayor to
establish rules and regulations
to protect the public and
promulgate DC laws. On
September 3, 2003, the
District of Columbia approved
and published new rules and
regulations that promulgate the
laws of the District of Columbia
for the many professions that
comprise our industry. The
intent of rules and regulations
is to protect the safety, health
and welfare of the public.

Board meetings are held on
the 1st Monday of the month,
unless otherwise indicated and
are open to the public.

The National Association of Bar-
ber Boards of America ( NABBA)
held its 82nd Annual Conference
last year in Washington D.C.
during September 13th—18th.
Representatives from 23 states
were charged with the goal of
improving and maintaining the

integrity of this great profession.

Participants brainstormed ideas
to evoke change and ensure
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Board members serve at the
pleasure of the Mayor and are
required to be District of
Columbia residents. The Office
of Boards and Commissions is
currently seeking members to
serve. Please feel free to go
online at www.obc@dc.gov or
call 202-727— 1372 for further
information.

The Board is located at 941
North Capitol Street, NE—Room
7200 in the Licensing Division

of the Department of Consumer

and Regulatory Affairs. The
Board Administrator is

Mr. Sheldon J. Brown, who may
be reached at 202-442-4472.

The Board sincerely hopes that
this newsletter will provide all

unity throughout the barber
industry state-to-state.

Focus groups discussed
subjects of particular interest to
each state. These groups
addressed questions ranging
from shop regulations to basic
community safety .

Recognition was given to
NABBA by distinguished

licensees an opportunity to
learn more about what is
occurring and developing in
our industry.

Members of the
Barber and Cosmetology

community members. Mayor
Adrian Fenty, extended a letter
of welcome to all in attendance,
inviting them to enjoy the
amenities of the city.
Congresswoman Eleanor
Holmes Norton graciously made
herself available to NABBA for
any assistance needed.
(Continued on Page 2)
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NABBA’s commitment to the
field is demonstrated through

Council Member Harry Thomas This action complements
Jr. and Nathanial “Nat the NABBA ‘s proposal to make
Bush Doctor” Mathis also the barber pole a patented participation in the “Children
honored NABBA members. trademark for the profession,  with Hair Loss” program,
controlling how other organiza- which helps build self-esteem
tions represent themselves and confidence in children
when using the emblem. suffering with this condition.
Controlled use of the emblem  Additionally, Mr. Derek Davis,
would help preserve the Washington, DC was elected
integrity of the profession. 5th Vice President of NABBA.

Mr. Roy Bets, of the United
States Postal Service,
addressed the conference
regarding member lobbying
efforts on Capitol Hill to create
a stamp honoring the barber-
ing profession. He agreed that NABBA ‘s pride was on display
the profession should be hon-  with the induction of member
ored and encouraged us to James Spruill, Washington, DC
continue all efforts toward this into the Barbers’ Hall of Fame
goal. during the conference.

Visit the historic Barber Museum at
2 South High St., Canal Winchester, Ohio

Vera Winfield , 2008 President, and
NABBA officers wish to thank all state

board participants and supporters of the or on the web at e,
82nd  Annual Conference for making it a www.JeffersonBarberMuseum.com. Partnership,
success. The Hall of Fame honors those who and
Please visit: distinguished themselves with B erance”

outstanding contributions to the
barbering profession.

www.NationalBarberBoards.com

Please visit www.ChildrenWithHairLoss.Us

or call (734) 349-4400 to help a child.

In 2007, the Barber and

Cosmetology Board and other

agency officials held a forum
for schools, licensed persons
and shop owners providing
information on current rules
and regulations, needed by
licensees to be compliant in
the District of Columbia.
Attendance was outstanding,
information was invaluable

and the Board with other
agencies answered

questions and concerns
raised during the forum.

The Board offered another
exciting forum, on June 15,
2009 at the Kellogg Confer-
ence Hotel at Gallaudet
University. Over 100
participants enjoyed

sessions on topics including:
a history of Cosmetology in
Washington, DC, Depart-
ment of Health Inspections,
salon/shop ownership
licensing, designated
manager requirements and
enforcement.

The U.S. Capitol



A Washington Post Parade
Magazine article (12/7/2008)
addressed one of the many
concerns we must remember
as we serve the public.

Methicillin-Resistant Staphylo-
coccus Aureus is a bug— a
bacterium, better known to
most of us now as MRSA.
MRSA is not new and has
plagued our hospitals for
decades. Doctors previously
believed that MRSA only

Professionals required to
renew licensing for many
professions are recertified by
way of continuing education
units (CEUs) to assure they
are qualified to perform at low
risk to the public. Doctors,
electricians, real estate
agents and teachers are
among the professions
currently required to obtain
CEUs at license renewal. A

The right to gainful employ-
ment is a civil matter. In the
District of Columbia, serving
the public is a privilege
obtained through licensing.
The Barber and Cosmetology
Board establishes the
regulations for barbering,
cosmetology, braiding,
electrology, aesthetics,
manicures and pedicures.

affected already weakened
hospital patients

However; according to new
research, “these new strains
of MRSA are showing up all
over the community: in
homes, schools, gyms, military
bases, prisons, or any place
people get in close proximity
with each other. They are
transmitted through skin-to-
skin contact with uncovered
infections, such as shaking

national effort is under way
to maintain the integrity level
of practitioners and instruc-
tors by ensuring that they are
informed of new measures
and training. The public will
be better protected because
of these measures.

Some states are already

requiring CEUs for specialties
found on our Board. CEUs are
mandatory in other states for

The Board incorporates
national standards and re-
gional practices to encourage
reciprocity nationwide. Unli-
censed activity is policed
through substantial fines and
potential cease and desist
orders.

Performing services on the
public without a valid license
is illegal in the District.
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hands or bumping up in a
football game. MRSA also can
spread by sharing objects that
are contaminated: towels,
clothing, and razors. Indeed,
the pattern of infection has
earned this variant of the bug
a new name: CA-MRSA, for
community-associated”. For
more information, visit
Parade.com, or the Journal of
the American Medical
Association.

The Washington Monument

barber and cosmetology
instructors, cosmetology and
barber managers, cosmetology
and barber operators and

o “The DC Board is
other specialties.

: currently reviewing
The Board is currently

reviewing provider proposals
to offer continuing education.
Recommendations will be
published in the DC registry for
comment in the near future.

proposals for CEU
providers”

One exception is shampoo
assistants working on non-
chemically treated hair. Due
to limited training availability
for our trades, a partnership
with the District of Columbia
Public Schools and other
measures are being
introduced to encourage the
viability of new licensees.

The White House



DC Board of Barber & Cosmetology
941 North Capitol Street, NE Suite 7200
Washington, DC 20002

S. J. Brown, Board Administrator
Main: 202-442-4320
Direct: S. J. Brown : 202-442-4472
E-mail: SheldonJ.Brown@dc.gov

In the past, licensees could
go to the downtown office to
apply for and purchase
licenses. The number of
fraudulent licensees was at
an all time high. Pearson
VUE (formerly Promissor)
has created a system to track
and determine whether a
license is authentic. They will
pursue legal action in the
event of fraudulence.

Pearson VUE has provided
the District of Columbia with
a greater number of renewed
licenses more expeditiously
than in the past. Itis never a
perfect system with over

6,800 licenses to track and
service. However, the
system of licensing is less
compromised when outside
vendors capture the details
of our practitioners
confidential information and
provide security making
their information less
vulnerable.

Employers are able to
access information on-line
to determine whether their
employees are licensed.
Practitioners may access
information to ensure their
information is current.
Pearson VUE tracks all

Visitus onthe Web at: www.dcra.dc.gov

Click on Professional Licensing.

THANK YOU

The Board conducts its bi-annual practitioners forum
during the Spring to inform all licensed individuals of
new and current regulations that will promote the
health, safety and welfare of the residents and
consumers in the District of Columbia.

The Mayor, Director of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
along with the Board and the staff of the Licensing
Division thank you for your participation in our efforts to
make DC a great city to live, work and shop.

incoming phone calls,
internet renewals, and
postal correspondence to
substantiate any argu-
ments of fraudulence or
licensing negligence.

Contact Pearson VUE with
licensing inquiries at:
www.PearsonVue.com or
call (877) 374.1155.

Write to Pearson VUE at:

Pearson VUE

8201 Corporate Drive
Metro-Plex Il, Suite 400
Landover, MD 20785

Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC



